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a memory Of‘ a t,'me whehlymns Ancient and We could go to ringing on our own, we couldhe general population? Either way tr
Modern_was the_ hymn book. To the modern. et on our bikes’ to ring at other towers, and wedomination of ringing by the oldies cause
generation, the idea that m.OSt churches WOUHtdn't need chaperones wherever we went. Wistortions.
use the same _hymn b.00k might seem quaint, Zjéeded parental approval to take up ringing, but The younger generations of ringers are r
for us qlder ringers it was a stable feature aving done so, it was ‘our’ activity, and we gotwithout talent or inspiration, as can be seen
church life. If like me you sang as well as A% with it unfettered by parental presence, anany areas of ringing. Did we deny them ti
you m!ght well have known thg numbers of YOUfaliance on parental transport. opportunity enjoyed by our generation to tal
favourite h)_/_mns and carols n A&M‘ Today, More significantly, our expectations werewidespread control at an early age, because
The 0 Id familiar hymns appear in different plaCeﬁifferent. We expected to be active, because weany of us are still around, still active, and st
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now been quantified by the work of the Centrj?m it d.oesnt.predllct the future. It is clear thaﬁ
Council's RC!nging Tren)és Committee many ringers in their 50s and 60s will be dead iHlow should we respond?

Just as the hymn books we see in Oﬁpirty years, and that thg number of current Many people are jumping up and dow
churches have changed dramatically in receflpgers who will then be_ in their 50s and GOSaylng t_ha’_[ we must ‘_do something’ _about t
decades, so too have those who ring ill pe far fe\(ver. But will the trend .for older aging ringing popullatlon, because .|n.twen
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The change have not yet learnt will swell the numbers. collapse if we don’t recruit more youngster
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Lets look at some numbers. More than 60%t the younger ages. Currently there are moreally get to the nub of the matter. Our who

of ringers are over 50 years old. -Comparing,qe 'in their teens than there are either in thesociety is aging, and older people are becom
now with the time of _the Previous SUVey s or in their 30s. That might point to amore active in many other activities. The heal
1988, the number of ringers aged between g, jence of teenage ringing in recent yeaoé ringing is not determined by the age ¢
a_nd 60 is more or less the same, but the[)e 'S8mpared to 10 or 20 years ago. Or it mightngers, but by their competence. We ne
b'go increase in over 60s (from about 12% 1@, 5 steady pattern of teenage loss that gaality more than we need quantity, and as -
40%) and a correspondmg fall in under 40§oat0r then the number learning in earlgaw in earlier articles, we waste many of o
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who Iearnot when over 50 (from about 6% 10 jusigq) 6 pessimist will see that as the tail ergven though most of us get out of practice
under 20%). Of the ringers who leamt in thg¢ e |55t good’ decade for recruitment, so inloing it. Many people successfully take L
last three years, almost half were over 40. ten years the curve won't rise until the 50s. Aporting activities much later in life. Some ¢
What does it mean? more optimistic interpretation is that the numbethe actors that we taught for tHdidsomer

There is no doubt ?‘bO_Ut the size _and nature gf ringers in their 40s will continue, either withMurdersfilm Ring Out Your Deadvere in their
the change in the ringing population that hageople learning in their 40s, or with ringers wh&0s and 60s, but after only a few hours
happened, but it is less clear what will happen fgarnt in their teens returning after a break. [hstruction they could all handle a be
the future. That is one reason why the Centrgjgnificant numbers of teen learers do returcompetently. One of them even rang at
Council set up a committee on ringing trendshey are higher up the learing curve, and moweedding, and in the scene where they ring t
rather than just commissioning a one-off survefkely to become leading performers andells, the tower captain really was doing s
as was done in 1988. As well as meeting thgachers. (See: http://tinyurl.com/ringoutdead )
immediate need to quantify the current S|tuat|0rDeeper concerns So should we write off people who com
the Committee is also expected to form a 10ng- \mpers are impersonal, and quoting the@rward in their 40s and 50s keen to ring? ¢
term and sustainable view of trends in ringingy,eqpyt offend anyone. But the real concerns Ighould we ensure that we are capable of train
so that future decisions can be much bettg. o than just the number of ringers. TH&em in a way that maximises their potentic
informed than they haVe.ln the paSt . bu|ge of oldies is not a homogeneous groug_nd turns them into competent performir
. More people are_taklng up ringing |n_|:_;\t_er80me are the so called ‘millennium learnerdingers?
life. Is that a bad thing? Lots of other activitie though many learnt after 2000) — ringers of Of course we still want young ringers as we
are also seeing more people take them up foqeqs ability and limited aspirations. Other§0 e must find ways to overcome the barrie
middle or old age. The population as awhole lgq 1ose who learnt long ago as teenagers, wiit prevent them taking up ringing. We mu
aging because we all live longer, and many of Us jitetime of achievement under their beltsiearn to train and motivate them to become lo
remain more active. This has been boosted i, of s latter group helped to push (and ikerm, competent ringers, so that even if th
recent years by a boom in early retirement of g, cageg continue to push) the boundariesgfe up for a while, they will return later.
privileged generation that have a much bett@fy o rmance, and many play leading roles in the Ringing demographics are the product of he
pension deal than their parents did, and whiqergise The real fear is that these veteran hige do things, and in particular how we relate
their children will not be able to afford. flyers will only partly be replaced by the, lesshe changing society around us. We need

More significant is the fact that fewer people, e roys next generation of high flyers, whod@ok not just at the symptoms, but also at t
take up ringing early in life. A teenager Whnence will be diluted with (post) Millennium underlying causes, at our  relationships, o
becomes a competent ringer has a long potentigl, o g making up the numbers. perceptions and our values, which | ha
period in which to contribute to ringing, and \\ui this happen? We can't be sure. Andliscussed in previous articles.
historically teen learners are also more likely tg . might be some surprises. Many of the John Harrison
become the high flyers of the future. oldies who currently run the Exercise have been Reference: Central  Council report 2010:

On both counts, we should be concernea]oing so for decades. Is this a failure on the pdRinging Trends CommitteRW pp 457-459.

about the loss of valuable potential with fewer younger generations to replace them, or is it
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